Genetic and demographic characterization of a population with high incidence of fucosidosis.
A random sample of unrelated students living in Grotteria and Mammola, two villages of Southern Italy from where most of the Italian patients affected with fucosidosis originate, was analyzed for seven red cell enzyme polymorphisms and seven blood group polymorphisms. The observed gene frequencies are not significantly different from those typical of Southern Italy. Demographic data on the same sample were also collected and indicate isolation and high inbreeding in these villages.